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Hi everyone,

Hope you are getting more and more comfortable with reading and typing. Last week's
assignments must have been quite demanding.

This week we will take it a little easy.
We will cover just two more letters.

Some of you might have been wondering about my choice of letters so far. It may appear as
haphazard. The conventional alphabet sequence after 9| to eer, is different. There are 18
letters, under the category of Consonants, starting with "&" and ending in "eor". After
finishing the Vowels (& to sper), I should have started with &. I didn't.

Thamizh has an interesting characteristic. Some of the letters have a dual sound. You all know
that there is only one Thamizh letter for both "pa" and "ba". Is this something peculiar to
Thamizh?

Look at the pronunciation of these English words.

fun fuse

put putty
but bush
pus push

Did you see how the sound of "u" changes from word to word? Since there were no rules for
pronunciation, every time we learnt a new word, we had to learn its correct pronunciation
also.

It is not so difficult in Thamizh. There are very clear and simple rules. Once you understand
them, it is almost intuitive.

However, since I wanted to make the learning process as easy as possible, I started with letters
which have only one unique sound.

Having come this far, you will have no difficulty now, in moving over to letters with dual
sounds. There are five such letters. We will cover two of them this week.
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This is the simplest of the Thamizh Alphabets, I think. Just two straight lines perpendicular
to each other!

Thanglish letter for natural sound t

pronounce it as "yit"

The combinations are

L Lrig e ® G 0 G ew OLr GLm OLer

(taa) (tae) (toh) (toe)
t ta tA ti tee tu too te tE tai to to tau

Did you notice, I talked about "natural sound"? In this class and in the next class, we are
going to talk about the group of letters which have a natural sound and an alternate
sound. Depending on the context, they can take either sound.

The alternate sound is given in the following table.

L Lm g e @ B 60 G ew QLmr GLm GLer

(daa) (dae) (doh) (doe)

d da dA di dee du doo de dE dai do do dau

Type both the sequences and get used to them!. You can use

http://www.homeopoonga.com/lesson-4-typing-practice/

Speak out those sounds loudly, as you type them. Type them again and again.

While typing on the Phone keyboard, you may find it a little inconvenient to type CAPITAL
letters. So, Azhagi has provided the taa, tae and toe options for the natural sound and daa,
dae and doe for the alternate sound.

(Don’t type toh for "to" or doh for "do". I have given it only as a pronunciation help,
because one might get confused with the usual pronunciation of "to" and "do")

1 Desktop users, before you start typing in Thamizh, please remember to have Azhagi running in
the background. If you are not able to type in Thamizh, please start Azhagi-plus and minimize it
after it opens. Remember to press ALT 3 also. Phone users, don't bother. Once you install the app,
it will always be available.
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Natural sound and Alternate sound — which one in which context?

Having talked about the sound changing from natural sound to alternate sound depending
on the context, let's go into the details.

Broadly, there are three situations under which the sound changes.
1. Letter IS in the beginning of the word.
2. Letter IS NOT in the beginning — Single Occurrence

— Double Occurrence

Let us see how these situations define the sounds for "L_".

Letter IS in the beginning of the word.

We don't have to deal with this situation because, just like the letter "6or", "L_" is not allowed
to come in the beginning of the word. That leaves us to look at only the other scenario.

Letter IS NOT in the beginning of the word.

We will look at both Single Occurrence and Double Occurrence, together, for a better
understanding.

Single Occurrence Double Occurrence

Alternate sound "d" Natural sound "t"

360 a snack L 6mL 1. cardboard

adai attai 2. cover page
3. Leech

YN0 goat AL 0 1. shake it

Adu Attu 2. related to
goat

(b 1. equal L) earn

eedu 2. compensation eettu

eT(h) take 6T _(h eight

edu ettu

Q6L stream (water) L 6oL hole

Odai Ottai
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LDEDL sluice gate LOL_60)L dried leaf of
madai mattai palm trees
@ close el knee
moodu moottu

allg strain, filter QL Lq interest
vadi vatti

QUL LD thick rope Il LD circle
vadam vattam

6L LD boat @L L LD 1. running
QLD place o6r LD nutrition
idam oottam

L LD stubborn QL LD game
adam Attam

I suppose you were able to understand the concept of single and double occurrence and how
the sound changes from natural to alternate2.

2 Just for fun, try saying "addai" instead of "attai". Isn't it a bit awkward? "attai" sounds more
natural and easy to say.

Similarly, try saying "mootu" instead of "moodu". One might think you saying "moottu", whose
meaning is entirely different.

Keep in mind, you don't have to remember all these rules, analyze the context and apply the rule.

Just relax. Let your tongue and mouth decide what they find easy and natural. Don't feel bad
about speaking with the wrong sound. Thamizh is very lenient with these dual sounds.
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Exceptions

Although I said, "L_" is not allowed to come in the beginning of a word, you will come across
a number of words beginning with "L_".

They will all be either words representing sounds or words originating from other
languages.

For words that represent sounds, there are no rules. It depends on the sound.

LLD sound of 198 198 19.5 sound of watch ticking
dam fire cracker i tj tik

bursting
L_LDIT6V sound of QLTS sound of some small
damaal explosion tok object falling.
QI sound of L Ll sound of small cracker
dumeel gun shot tap bursting.

For words that came from other languages, quite naturally, it will depend on the root word;
e.g., I (Tea), QLI (Dengue), L LILIT (dabbaa), 19.60T (tin) and so on.
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Let's move on to the next letter which looks very similar.

L
Thanglish letter for natural sound P
pronounce it as "yip"

The natural sound combinations are,

O ur 9 1 4 4 Qu Gu eu Qum Gum Quer

(paa) (pae) (poe)
p pa PpPA pi pee pu poo pe pE pai po pO pau

The alternate sound combinations are,

O g ur B Ff 4 4 Qu Gu eu Qum Gum Quer

(baa) (bae) (boe)
b ba bA bi bee bu boo be bE bai bo bO bau

Type both the sequences and get used to them. I have provided two text boxes for this also,
in this page.

http://www.homeopoonga.com/lesson-4-typing-practice/

Speak out those sounds loudly, as you type them. Type them again and again.

While typing on the Phone keyboard, if you want to avoid typing upper case, you have the
paa, pae and poe options for the natural sound and baa, bae and boe for the alternate
sounds.

3 There is also an option of "poa" and "boa" for "pO" and "bQO". If you think that is more
intuitive, you can use that also.
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pa or ba — How do I pronounce?

Unlike "L.", "LU" can come in the beginning of the word also.

So, let us take that situation first.

"LI" IS in the beginning of the word

Let's look at all the words which begin with "LI" and see how they sound.

Click on this and see the foot note

LI 1 a small settlement, L' () w4  silk UL 6L 1. bark
patti village pattu pattai 2. flat
o peom LImLIu Baby LITL_ LG Grandma
PA PApPPA pAtti

um @ Song LML 6oL way, path L@ a kind of
pAttu pAttai pittu food item
LG same as LI Ll 6oL excreta of

puttu (colloquial) puttai donkey

Lb Flower LpUIL 1. puberty Ll (b Lock

poo pooppu 2. bloom poottu

GuILLq Interview GUL 6oL a small

pEtti pEttai locality

QumL (@  colored mark on QUL emnL 1. blind

pottu forehead, bindi pottai 2. sissy

@eurr go GuImTLLq competition

pO pOtti

It is very clear from the above that "LI" takes the natural sound if it is in the beginning of the

word.

4 Listen carefully to the pronunciation - It is not "pattoo”, said with puckered lips (squeezing your

lips together, as if you are going to kiss someone). This applies to all words ending with the short

"wu" sound.
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c7/Ta-%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%9F%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%9F%E0%AF%81.ogg

"L" IS NOT in the beginning of the word — Single occurrence

Look at the examples below

3D arrow BLOL believe eflbLy false prestige
ambu nambu veembu

LImLoL snake GULDL petty GeulbL Neem
pAmbu vambu quarrel vEmbu

GmpmeorLy  fasting LomevorL|  honour,

nOnbu ritual mANbu nobility

It is very clear, "LI" takes the alternate "b" sound if it is NOT in the beginning AND occurs
only once.

"L" is NOT in the beginning of the word — double occurrence

QL Dad Q&,I_I L Wedge o UL salt
appA Appu uppu

QLIGUIT at that @UGUT now eTLIGLIT when
appO time ippO eppO

eLliLiemeor  makeup eLIL| agree, eLpLiL] old age
oppanai oppu acceptance mooppu

This is also very clear. "LI" takes the natural sound if there is double occurrence.

Remember, you don't have to bother so much to remember the rules. Just do what comes
naturally to you and that would almost be the correct way. Even if it was wrong, no one
would mistake you. More important, you are unlikely to convey a wrong meaning.

While typing you have no problem. Azhagi, would convert both "p" and "b" to "L1".
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After all that serious stuff, let's relax a bit. Let's watch a Thamizh movie song clip. Focus on
the opening stanza.

{ //)//-,////}////
(‘,//”///"

Paattu Paadava Paarthu Paesava
Paadam Sollavaa Paranthu Sellavaa
Paal Nilavai Pola Vantha Paavai Allavaa..
Naamuomr PaathatThaedi Odi Vantha Kaalai Allavaa

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVaWtd4XL o

UTL@® UL UMi5 g GuUaeur

LITLLD Q&FMeV6evelT LIMbBS GF6veveurT

LIT6V Blevmemned GLIM6V 6UHS LITEM6U {6066 T
BTN LUMenS CHLq LY UHSEH &HTEM6T 6LV

Did you notice almost every word in that stanza starts with a "LI"?

Could you read some words?

Compare the Thamizh lyrics and the English transliteration in the above picture. Do you see
any mistakes in that? If you do, then you deserve a pat on your back. You are very sharp.

vAnga thamizh padikkalAm -Lesson 04 10


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVaWtd4XL_o

Reading Practice

This collection of words is composed of all the letters that you have already learnt. The
Thanglish guide is not provided. See if you can read them without much struggle.

Keep in mind, these words are just for your reading practice. Meanings are given but you
don't have to memorize or remember.

LD stubborn 1. dress GBITLLLD surveillance
2 6L 2. break
hit, beat, R LILLD picture
ETII injury Q6rmL_L_LD nutrition
: 1. kite
3j60L a snack 2erL_(h feed o 2. Degree
UL LLD 3. Title
QL Dad 6TemL weight .
6oL bark, flat
Sumed innocent guy eTL_(h eight .
LI600T LD money
QLIGum at that time eTLILILG. how .
LITLLD lesson
2, play, goat eTLIGUIT when .
LIML6V song
QUL game 1. creamy
layer of milk, stretcher for
PG shake g 2. book LITeo L corpse (bier)
P C) year gD belch i holy man
kind of pan 1. stick it, LITeuLD sin
QLD cake . 2. graft
L (b (plant) LIMeUMemL.  petticoat
QLI wedge
® ; 1:11‘1? (mud) sinner, cruel
QLI Dlace 7 - 1ile (mu med person
Q06 keep, put gRemL stream Q) split, divide
L Waist ®L0 vote . akind of food
@ emnL 2. in between . RMG) 1tem
gL 60 hole
@uIGUIT now L9levor LD corpse
hev L walk, rhythm
1. equivalent L. LfL1b pedestal
2. compen- BLLLD loss : :
(b sation ) LFLmul barrel
BHLL] friendship
L@ earn ) a process of
15,6007 (b) crab LLLD purification
o Ly salt
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shrink, dry
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LL,60)60T cat LS L rescue
) female (of ) collide,
QUL bird) wL@® support
a small ) foolish
GuULemL locality eLoL_60T person
6L bag gL lid
LOL_LD Mutt eLp(h close
NG valley el knee
06D sluice gate eLNL 6oL sack (bag)
NG limit el old age
Lo6oTeoTILIL]  pardon G @ mound
LOMLY upper floor GenL stage
L) cow GULLD thick rope
. related to 6U60) L a snack
(b COW
6u6v0T(h) beetle

eurm(h up,
1. bad smell,
2. northern
6UITeD L wind
flLLD poison
IC) release, let go
adlevyL answer
o diameter,
el LD ceiling
Gleulg explosive
Qe cut
QeuliULD heat
) man's lower
GeuLLq garment
Gaul_(h fire cracker
GauLlemL hunt
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Reading & Typing Practice

I have arranged all the words we saw earlier, in a different order.
Apart from reading, it will help you immensely if you type the words and practice.

Read the word first, keep it in mind, then type. After typing the word, compare and see if
you have typed it correctly. This is essential so that you get the short and long sounds
correctly.

Suppose the word you want to type is LUITL_ (. While reading, you might have read it
correctly as LITL_(h. Type the entire word and then check with the original. It is quite likely

that you have typed it as LIL_ () or LUT() or LI(). Every time you realize you made a
mistake, make a resolve not to repeat it.

One more thing. When there are double occurrences, remember that also. They are also
very important. Taking the same example, typing LIITL_(h as LIT() is totally wrong. They
are two entirely different words.

Most people make the elementary mistake of not being careful with the short and long
sounds and don't give enough importance for double occurrences. It leaves a very low
impression about their Thamizh knowledge.

By the way, did you realize that every variation of that word (LUITL®), LUT®, LUL®), L)
has a different meaning?! So, you got to be VERY VERY CAREFUL.

6oLl e GLoemL L ()
31q Gw(@ alemL LNC®
Lf1q U@ 6UITeDI L INQ)
el DIIC) allemL T NG
Qeulq 60 LTI wL@®
KING) Qe uime el (b
@@ 2 L LI, 600607 Qe
ed () 6TemL Geul_1q Gaul_(h
g Q6L 2L 0 24,6007 ()
RI0) HemL FLG® 16007 (b)
LN® LImemL oar” (b 6 6v0T(h)
o Lfem L 6T I el
Lo 06D L (b 6L 60

vAnga thamizh padikkalAm -Lesson 04

13



L emL
QuULemL
GuULemL
DL 6mL
eLL 6oL
Goul_emL
LIMeUTem L
Lo
BLL
LS L
CINNE
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o Ly
eLLiL
SLIGuIm
@uaeum
eTLIGUIT
S|LLD
QLD
LLLD
LMLLD
L1

LLLD

LOL_LD

LDTLLD
GULLD

adlLLD

L1600T LD
LY evoT LD
LImeuLd
LITL6V
LN L_60T
eTLILILG.

QL L LD

oer_ LD
BLL LD
GBITLLLD
UL LD
LD
QpLILILD
LD
@eulIULD
sumed
LD 6oTeof1LIL]
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Time to say, Bye for now.

The feedback I got last week was that I am pushing too much.
That is the reason I have restricted to just two new letters this week.

Henceforth, we will keep this reduced pace. My goal is to help you complete this course
before the end of this year's summer vacation. It should be possible even with the reduced
pace

The sound file that I have used in this lesson as pronunciation guide, is from Wikimedia
Commons®. These files can be used by anyone. See foot note for more details.

As always, I am open to suggestions. Let us make this journey a pleasant one for every one
of us.

Until next week,
Best Wishes to you all,
Sundararajan

(Feel free to address me as KPS)

http://www.homeopoonga.com/tamil2021/

kps.tamil2021@gmail.com
https://www.yvoutube.com/channel/UChPsaoGfPR1sVXKHT6VvcEQ?sub confirmation=1

5 https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ta-
%E0%AEY%AAY%EQY%AEY%9F%EQ0%AF%8D%EQ0%AE%9F%E0%AF%81.0gg
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