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Hi everyone,

In this final lesson, we will talk about a family of letters called Grantha letters. These were
not planned to be included originally. The reason was that these are NOT really Thamizh
letters. That is why you would not have seen these letters in the following table, in the earlier
Lessons.

Centuries of Sanskrit influence on Thamizh language has necessitated the need for these
letters. Without these, many words that are in common usage, cannot be written in their
Sanskritized form. Many English words also cannot be written without the help of these
letters.

So, for the sake of completeness, I decided to cover these letters also.

Let's review what we have covered and what is intended for this Lesson.
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b U 0 & ch &
0O e zh b
c & p U gn @b
d L 7 & nG ml
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U 286 oo sh  &Qq
i @ w vV 6l ksh &9
| I ee sri uof
|8 W e
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| 6V y W
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m LD z
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Grantha letters

Grantha Letter

Ul

Tl

uof

corresponding

sh

English letter/s

ksh h ]

Sri

We will look at only the usage of these letters, without going into details and variations of

each letter, as we used to do for the other letters.

I am not even going into individual pronunciations of these letters as these are quite

obvious from their English forms.

Many of the popular names are influenced by Sanskrit. Since we are all generally familiar

with those names, I will take some of them as examples.

Popular names How it is written using £ How to type itin How you could
Grantha letters Azhagi write it in Thamizh

without using
Grantha letters

Dakshayini &M8q muileof] thAkshAyini SrLgmuieof]

Lakshmanan 6V Q. LD 650T 60T lakshmaNan (9) 6V85 (& LD6TOT 60T

Vijayalakshmi el Wwevamng LA vijayalakshmi ellgFweul & LAl

Jagannathan 60 & 60T 60T [T& 60T jagannathan F5IHH TS 60T

Jayasri, Jayasree = s21LiL0f jayasri, jayasree

Sundararajan FIHSTIJITE 60T sundhararAjan &SI TEF60T

Sreekumar wof G Loy srikumAr

Sreedhar Lo &7 sridhar

Sreenivasan | WU eenivassn | Eolaumset

Sriram wf T srirAm

Srividya wofell S srividhyA

Swapna 6rV6U L160TIT swapnA g;urlfuggro_l;rr’r

Swaminathan 66U ITLAI [ IT&5 60T swaminhAthan  seumdiBrgeor
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Subrahmanyan  erueligamLinéevoruleor subrahmaNyan & L1917 L0evoflwleor
Venkateswaran = Qeumi&GLerveugeor | venkatEswaran — QeumigGLgr6uiyeor
Saraswati Freveu s saraswathi Fr&eUH)
Shanmugam 6).600T(LN&5 LD shaNmugam F6UOT(LN& LD

Hamsa QMLOENIT hamSA SIDFT

Hariharan amiflameor hariharan S|l & et
Hanumanthappa emenil0B&LILIT hanumanthappA  oje0BSLILIT
Ganesh &Ge600T61q ganEsh & @ 600T& 60T

Words with Sanskrit origin and Thamizh equivalents

Now let's take some examples of words with Sanskrit origin, commonly used in Thamizh,.
Some of them can be easily identified due to the presence of Grantha letters. We could use
Thamizh words in place of them.

Some such words and their equivalents are,

I|BIGEUVE TLD GLeumen L
@e6qL LD aflpLILLD

9 _61Q600TLD QeuLILLD
GomqLDLD [H6VLD
FaMmLD @ W6VL]. AILP&SHLD
BLOGVSITTLD 6 600T&> & LD
SOBE st
HEQL LD @uoLILy, efevor
LNyGumegeorLh LI ULl 60T
S60TLOLD el

aflenvG Jevor LD ULy
CFaqemL GmIbL
Ble2Lh QLo
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C&Hmaqlq
Ljeiq.LILD
eVHGCH TR LD
6rUGOTLO M & & LD

6NV G ITEOTLD

While we are talking about words of Sanskrit origin, let us also get to know about such
borrowed words which do not use the Grantha letters. Let us learn their Thamizh

equivalents.

SBTUFIWILD
SHSHTMISD
NG5S
SiLjeuld
QILIWImELD
SITSHSL0
3QUFTLD
SjUFIWLD
Sl6UWleULD
SIHLSID
2jsoiLie
9JeorenflWLD
21,5 55 60) 60T
QLEFMLO
AFTaIMHLID
Q4 TLOLILD
. F&flubn
2 5CWM&HLD

2 LI&SMILD

GW, Fnl LD
S

L&HILD6Y
Quuieuldl
QLD

GeuevorLiT, G5 6meuuileLemey

LD6MM(LPSLD
Q&AL
GO0
Luim&
QUITIH6T
eflen ey
CHemel

2 _mIIL

LI &I
D&
S|WI6L

21,60 600T
R(D&HSHLD
QIMDG S|
QML &SN
exlwiliy
3|66V
2 sall
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9_LIITEFLD LI 19.60f]

&Ml & 600T LD &SITLIL

&HJeULD QFM&HS

856V ULIT600T LD %) (HLO6vOT LD

FG&H M J60T o LerUmIbgmeor
FRISSLD @) 6oT60t eV &
FEAHMeTHSHD  QUUIWlelledrLLD
FSHBIM L160) 8561 60T
FHEHH Lo

FHH yeor S\ mIG 6T
FLOTESFTTLD QEFWH

F&HH LD F(H&H5
FSHSILD 2 flemin
FQUMFLD NG G

& If | Wieor &5\ J6 60T
Q&FTLILIGOTLD &H60T6

@hTLISLD BlemeorLiL]
SOOI SimLD

These are just a few limited examples. They are taken from the book "@evflw HLALD
@oeus&etord” by Yogi Thiru Suddhananda Bharathiyar, published in 1943.

I found a fairly large collection here. https://sanskritroots.com/sanskrit-and-tamil/list-of-
words/
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Words borrowed from English

Just like the Sanskrit origin words, we have many English words which cannot be properly
written without using Grantha letters. For example,

Juice O 6!
jeans o3 60T6V
junction &3[R 6)Q 60T
Z00 839

bus LI6n

Xerox QR TM&H6N
socks FM&H6Mn
shoe IR
(morning) show GeqIr
school 6N G 6V

Tamil Numerals & other symbols

Here is a glimpse of them. If you happen to come across such symbols, you know what they
mean.

Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0
Thamizh 0
numerals P 2 B F @ S or I I

type in 1X 2X 3x 4x 5X 6x 7X 8x ox (0):¢
Azhagi

Description = day month year As above Rupee Number
Description = [IT6lT LTS eU@HLLD GLoMmLiLg 2_epLImul #
smbol @ 1 @ g B 5
type in

Azhagi Ma Mb Mc Mf Mg Mh

1 Many a times, I have observed that people write this as g56.
Nameboards like &GevoT61q g86rV Q& 60OTLIJ are very common.
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Here are some examples of usages of those symbols.

CoQaup Hrpns uemy si

This one is from an old book. Gaisert elwpoiu @,

S
sGmr,smi'

& pwewr gyif
apafienfapgadun rauigerte

This is the marriage invitation of a very famous personality. Note the date!
— X3

de. u-a.g HeiSrere
'm Comubioms
ﬂ"' apacfurmézd oresfubivr gnégh

qu g i Opme Quré M Qo ecior @imdBie adon
pud peureadagimd auidp jsmiot ailedizn grivac
M @i #Bgrrd) wiBnim pouPsle gPiwDial Ssig

O SRS ) S

Reamd gian AQsucr,
—9—” } G&& C. Casalfsoem~ apsedend.
Retired Drawing Mazter Pachap's Seeendacy School,
L. Conjecyeram,

Wik the beet comploments of.—
C. A- Nateraja Modaliar.
C.G. Rsmdd. L. F. Depactirent Satiyavade.
o <t <
""" BRED Gae Ao, arii¥pn. GRBRBS
*mﬂmmmm

I am not sure of its authenticity. But it gives a fair idea of how the marriage invitations used
to look like, nearly a hundred years ago.
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Reading Practice

Why not we start reading some Thamizh Nursery Rhymes?

Here are some very popular ones.

1)

IIDLDIT @mIGH GUIT! GUIT!
ILNEF (NS SHLD HIT! SIT!
@emevuilev Gammy UL ()
FeoWs Sy gL (b

2 _60T6M6OTL1 GLIM6OTM HEVEVITIT,
oerfleL WIMeU 2 6T6mmy?
6TGOTEOTITOL 2_60TE(&H & G &6V 606V
g8l @mIGs @) 6V6Mm6V

s WLl 6ot M) Q1 &F ML G 6 60T
62MMIETILD 6TEOTMILD LIGULOITLD
&ILD QF WG HEVLNTLD
6Tem 6l Q& MedTeorT QLOMLEOIUIMLD
3|&BS 6T60TE: G GUNUITLD.

I am sure you noticed the first letters of the above lines are in a sequence already well-
known to you!

2)

Bl6VIT Bl6LIT 6RLq. QT
B16VGVITLOGL 6219 QUIT

Lnemev GLoev eyl eurm
LD6VEO6M & LILL, G185 MevoT(h U T
UL LD GUIT6L LIMBS! 6UIT
LU GUMmeL &mnl eurr
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3)

& NFIDIOT 60 & af e

HOL &G CUMSHITLD em& afs
LTI eUMBIS 6T enss efsr
QLOSIQUTUI H6OT6oTeVLITLD M8 65
QEMESHTUI GUMMHIGHEVTLD 608 6ig:
QEMGE MU CGUITL6VITLD 6em& a5
Gammallavs @ GUIMEHEVITLD 608 65
GWUIL B augeurd emss 6far

4)

CHMemn & I|DINIT CH T F
IIDOIT &L L GHMTen&F!
1§ omelh 2 @BHS L0meLh
HVHS FLL CHTenT!
SILILITeY &S BT
S|LDLOMEY & & eLN6oT!
S|E00TEOTE (& @) 76001 (H)
LIMLILITE & 6260T M
GBS GBS T

@) 60TenIlD G&HL_L_M6V LL6D)YF!

5)

FMUBSTLIOWT FTUUBSTH
FrwEHeflCW FmlBSTH
&53INeareCs FTUBST®H
Gamadlev LimmGeu &mulb & m(h
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Challenge Time

Let's have a different type of challenge this time.

Read the following sentences slowly. Once you are able to read correctly, read them loud
repeatedly and speed up gradually. See how fast you can go without mispronouncing the
words.

1) Wy 58 FLe0L

6TH&H SMHHT HFFF FL6DIL
2) 0o Bflule @@ B AwB; BB WEIGN KOG WY HOTWL.
3) SHFLSLIM IEH600T [HLOGOT WIJ6V6ULDEIT

The following are examples of what are known as @ L_emL &G erail (not HLpe).

They make the sentences more picturesque. Watch this
https://youtu.be/HnW2737FkW8?t=104

Just try reading these word pairs. I have given a space between the two parts just to make it
easy for you. In usage, there should be no space. It is &L &L not G &4

UGy So&n susU

080 GO 60h &0 alh

FUF)  FATFET  H6V H6V

06T 06T Fey Flewl L6 LT

BT ST  FJED Q&FTT Q&Y

Gl6VITL. GleuITL oL oL SL 5L
5555 HGHG

ex e QLDIMesoT GILDITEvoT HLO [HLD

afley elsyl GU6T QUeT QU QI Q&ITET Q& meT
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Here comes the super-duper challenge.
A little preamble first.

It was 1964. The movie "Arunagirinathar" had just been released. I was fascinated by a song
in that movie and I mentioned it to my schoolmate. He casually remarked that he knows
that song already and he could recite it from memory. He then, challenged me to do it. I
accepted the challenge and showed him I am not the one to be cowed down by such
challenges. I don't remember how long I took to do that, but I did.

I am now throwing the same challenge at you. I bet you can't do it. I am even willing to relax
the memorizing part. It is enough if you are able to read it with precise pronunciation of
every word. Click on the speaker icon. See if you can follow me as I read it.

WHMBHSB LSHE B BHn&:®
5D EH D FHHE FI6Ueuor
(WEHEQEMTH 5SS &MU ...... 6TeTGaUMSILD

WPSH&HLLT IDMHGE S ([HFH udler
WOHULL g OIS H Gl
WLILSSI( UTHSHS SDTIHLD ... |19 GLievor Ll

LSS HH606V HHFHE &HeM6ooT QST
MM ER GG L QUITHO S TIH
UL LU Ul LS SRV ... @reumssL

USSHRT H5mn56 SLallll
LFNFLILIWL QEFFSH &GO LITHET
UL FSQHTH TLF S SIHeTaudIlD ... @(HHITEET

565 HBHW eHSL LFlLT
BITSSLILSID emeus sl Lulged
FEQHTLED 195585 HWOHTH ... HWRSTLS

F6 @&l ol LU uullgeury

QFBMHGHOHMTS OFHMTHGH QFTGHOSHTS
A rlue N&6&s &L ... 6TaTCalTH 8

Q&MEHSILILMM Q&HTLLE SeTllens
GHGHEGS GHGSH G&GS
GSDILMG LSS LNQQUIET ...... (NS Fn60)5

Q&TLLMGAMLY HLLIM M6 600T60 T

Qeul g L1Led) WL B & Gev R
GSSLLL 58I QLTI ...... QUIBLOTG6T
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Ignore these facts/legends about the song.

e Itis asongabout Lord Muruga

e Itis the first of a collection of songs composed by Saint Arunagirinathar, called
"Tiruppugazh"

e The starting word of the song was given to him by Lord Muruga himself.

e He s said to have composed 16,000 songs; of which only 1334 have been found.

Just treat it as a Thamizh poem; keep aside all your reservations and take up the challenge.

In the beginning of this challenge, I said, I bet you can't do it. That was just to get you
triggered. I hope you are sufficiently triggered and enraged to take up the challenge!

-000-
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It's Time To Say So Long

That's it folks! We have reached the end of this short journey. Hope you had a good
introduction to Thamizh Alphabets. Although our goal in the beginning was just to be able
read Thamizh, we have learnt typing also.

It's been a wonderful journey. Hope you all enjoyed it as much as I did.

I just jumped on this venture with very little planning, on an impulse. The credit goes to you
all for having given me valuable tips every now and then and guiding me to complete this
voyage, successfully.

It is also time to express my gratitude to all those of you who have been a constant source of
encouragement right from the word 'Go'. Week after week, you stood by me, cheering me all
way.

I am particularly indebted to my daughter Anu, who meticulously (and ruthlessly!) reviewed
my lessons, at various stages and helped me bring the lessons to their final form.

I am very glad, what started as an effort to teach Thamizh to my grandson Akash, turned
course to help scores of other children, as well.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ImytLmFpFs

It is not the end of Road. I'll be back as and when another bolt of inspiration hits me!
Best Wishes to you all,
Sundararajan

(Feel free to address me as KPS)

http://www.homeopoonga.com/tamil2021/
kps.tamil2021@gmail.com
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